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In Wisdom’s Paradise, you’ll meet the Shakers as you’ve never
seen them— in a place you didn’t know existed. This new
history explores the fate of America’s second largest Shaker
community 200 years after its tumultuous birth in
southwestern Ohio.

They battled floods, fevers, armed mobs, the state legislature,
and Satan himself to build a peace loving, egalitarian, celibate
society. Along the way they started the modern garden seed
industry, created a demand for herbal medicines, and wrote
some of the sect’s most enduring books and music.

“Through journal entries, newspaper accounts, and private
journals of the members, Cheryl Bauer and Rob Portman
provide insights into the Shakers’ spirituality, persecution,
industries, failures, marketing, day-to-day life, and even wine-
making,” writes Charles R. Muller, Shaker author and antiques
expert. “If you are going to read one book to understand the
Shakers and their history, this is the one.”

James C. Thomas, president and CEO of Shaker Village of
Pleasant Hill, Kentucky, calls Wisdom’s Paradise “lively, well-
written,  and thoroughly researched. It is a must read for any
student of American history and for those of us in the world
of Shaker.”

Celebrate Union Village’s bicentennial by looking into Wisdom’s
Paradise, available to all bookstores and gift shops throughout
the tri-state. Contact Orange Frazer Press at 1.800.852.9332
for discount schedules and ordering information.
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