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JANE WARE’S SECOND VOLUME of Building
Ohio, subtitled A Traveler’s Guide to Ohio’s
Rural Architecture, is a wonderfully anecdotal
revelation of the buildings found in the state’s
smaller cities and towns, as well as the coun-
tryside itself.

IT IS AN EVOLUTIONARY TRAIL that includes the
architecture born of Ohio’s great and opti-
mistic pre-1920s energy when the state was
near the apex of America’s wealth and impor-
tance. “At some moment in the past, virtu-
ally every place in Ohio had money and some
of it ended up in buildings,” writes Ms. Ware.

 AND SO SHE DEMONSTRATES, taking us on a
tour that includes churches, schools, facto-
ries, castles, frat houses, railroad stations, hog

barns, and at least one water treatment
plant. We meet the world’s only female
ironmaster, see Philip Johnson’s tool
shed, and visit Dave Longaberger’s seven-
story basket with the 70-ton handles.
Building Ohio is filled with stone masons,
carpenters, groundkeepers, activists,
rehabbers, founders, donors, even a boiler
attendant.

MS. WARE’S BOOK, the product of eight
years plumbing the architectural nooks of
Ohio, details the remarkable built land-
scape of Ohio and the people who left us
such a rich heritage. Their work is monu-
mental art, buildings to give us pause—
and to instruct and soothe us with their
timeless beauty.
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About the Author:
JANE WARE TALKED to experts from around the state in assembling this record of the
collusion of money and art, ambition and characters, that we know as Ohio architec-
ture. She wore out a set of tires and two cameras. She is a Columbus-based writer, the
author of three previous books (including Building Ohio, An Architectural Guide to
Urban Ohio), and has been developing an Ohio point-of-view on architecture since the
mid 1990s.

O v e r  4 0 0  p h o t o g r a p h s ,
i l l u s t r a t i o n s ,  d r a w i n g s  a n d  m a p s  t o

g e t  y o u  t h e r e !

O h i o ’ s  M o s t  U n i q u e
 N e w  T r a v e l  G u i d e !


